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WHO WE ARE
We are FHD Group, the region’s larg-
est multi-disciplinary design firm, 
with expertise in architecture, inte-
rior design and landscape design 
and an honest approach in providing 
meaningful sustainable solutions 
to end-user and client needs. Our 
expertise is well balanced between 
Family Residence (Multi-Family and 
Single Family) Community design 
and Hospitality - Leisure, Resort and 
Responsible Luxury. 
 
FHD has designed various aspects 
of Hospitality - Resorts, Hotels, Con-
vention Centers across India, Middle 
East and now in Nepal. Prominent of 
which are Mayfair Hotels (Bhubane-
shwar, Kolkata, etc), Sheraton grand 
Beach Resort ( Chennai).
 
We have over 25+ years of region-
al experience and have completed 
more than 200 projects. We have a 
strong team of 120 people working 

from our offices in Hyderabad, 
Bangalore, and Mumbai. The sec-
ond component of who we are is a 
think tank called FHD Studio. FHD 
Studio is a highly innovative team, 
comprising of experts within our 
firm as well as specialist collab-
orators across multiple fields, 
which provides cross-disciplinary 
solutions to forward-thinking cli-
ents.
 
We help owners and developers 
build their projects, business, 
and reputation. Our profession-
al strength and commitment to 
well-designed high-quality proj-
ects have resulted in repeat work 
requests from many of our cli-
ents. We also actively engage and 
work with new clients, who have a 
strong vision, keen business acu-
men and the drive to deliver qual-
ity built environment. 

About Us 

More than 25 years of Design 
Practise 
 
3 Branches 
 
120+  Strong Creative Team 
 
800+ Projects 
 
100+  Ongoing Projects 
 
25M Sq Ft. Affordable Housing 
 
50M Sq Ft. Commercial 
 
10M Sq Ft. Hospitality & Healthcare
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Ever came across a term called 

“Ecopuncture”? Do you know what it 

means?

According to author Nirmal Kishnani, 

‘Ecopuncture’ means many things:

  ●  Acts of design that creates 

      a surplus of life-sustaining  

      resources and capitals

  ●  Regeneration of lost or 

      degraded ecosystems, 

       human-made and natural

  ●  A whole-system approach 

      that seeks connectedness a

       nd reciprocity 

He coined this word for his new publi-

cation - Ecopuncture: Transforming 

Architecture and Urbanism in Asia. 

This book unpacks misconceptions 

about sustainability, and examines 

the designer’s role in bridging 

human-made and natural systems. 

The 16 built projects featured here 

bear testimony to an ecological worl-

dview. 

This book is a resource for theorists, 

researchers, policymakers, planners, 

developers, and designers. 

And we are happy to announce that 

Organo Naandi is the only sustainable 

construction representative from 

India that got featured in this book 

where the author discusses various 

alternative models across Asia that 

are coming to the limelight for being 

futuristic. 

We are gratified to be part of this jour-

ney and looking forward to encourag-

ing others towards collectively build-

ing a sustainable tomorrow. 

Author Nirmal Kishnani’s latest publication “Ecopuncture” is a mas-

terpiece that addresses the demand for developing a systemic ap-

proach that is innovative yet sustainable at the core while building 

cities. 

Dr Nirmal Kishnani is known as one of the key players behind several 

platforms on sustainable design in Asia. He is an Associate Profes-

sor at the School of Design and Environment, National University 

of Singapore. Dr Kishnani’s early interest in the occupant-building 

interface led to the position on how architecture affects human 

well-being. 

Nirmal Kishnani
Author

ECOPUNCTURE

To Purchase the book click here 

Nirmal Kishnani
Author
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According to the author, there is a compelling case for ecopuncture in Asia; one that serves resource needs and 
performance targets, and offers a pathway to purpose and beauty.

There are several exceptional projects in Asia that are featured in the book under various categories. Organo Naandi 
is the only project from India which got featured under the Peri-Urban category of the prestigious book. 

These are the projects showcased under the Peri-Urban category from all across Asia:

ORGANO NAANDI AMONG THE EXCEPTIONAL 
PROJECTS IN ASIA 

Organo Naandi, Hyderabad, India
Community Library, Ambepussa, Sri Lanka
Earth Village, Nam Dam Village, Vietnam
Jetwing Vil Uyana, Sigiriya, Sri Lanka
New Jindai Elementary School, Jindai, People’s Republic of China

ORGANO NAANDI, HYDERABAD, INDIA

COMMUNITY LIBRARY, AMBEPUSSA, SRI LANKA

JETWING VIL UYANA, SIGIRIYA, SRI LANKA

EARTH VILLAGE, NAM DAM VILLAGE, 
VIETNAM

NEW JINDAI ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, JINDAI, 
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA
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PROJECT LENS

Located in the lap of the majestic Himalayas, 

the Hill resort is one of our revered projects in 

making. The Hill Resort is getting constructed 

in Nagarkot, a village in Kathmandu valley. The 

total area under construction for the resort 

is around 4 acres with a level difference of 60 

meters. The challenge for our designers during 

this project was the terrain itself owing to its 

hilly nature and sensitive ecology. Therefore, an 

extensive study on the contours and the terrain 

was conducted to learn the techniques of cutting 

the land, preserving soil, etc. for sustainable 

development.

Since Nagarkot falls in the cold weather areas, 

the design focus was more on capturing 

maximum heat gain, natural light, and 

ventilation. Considering the hilly terrain barrier-

free movement was proposed as part of the 

design which allowed the magnificent Himalayan 

view from every room. The thermal analysis 

helped our designers plan rooms with 550 sq.ft. 

and grabbing maximum daylight inside the 

rooms. Even from the toilets, situated on the 

horizontal side, one can enjoy the splendour of 

the great Himalayas with the given design. 

HOTEL BLUE MOUNTAIN, NEPAL
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PROJECT LENS

A great deal of attention has also been given on 

the architectural legacy on the land. Keeping 

this traditional architecture in mind, the resort 

is designed to look like an individual building 

from the front view, whereas it is spread between 

3 different towers with a separation of almost 9 

meters. All the towers are provided with equal 

amenities and their own share of the gorgeous 

view of the Nagarkot valley and the great 

Himalayas.

The perspective change while designing each of 

these prominent projects showcases a new wave 

of thought to be ecologically sustainable while 

being elegant. 

HOTEL BLUE MOUNTAIN, NEPAL

CONCEPT

RENDER
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NEGOTIATING BOUNDARIES

The building façades are not just the skins of the 

structures that give its face value externally. They 

cannot be purely a result of aesthetic dimensions 

(decorative) nor only for controlling internal 

climate, a safeguard from the fluctuation of the 

weather outside. They are operated from both 

internal and external flows and constraints. 

Conrad Waddington, a developmental biologist 

in his “epigenetic landscape” explains this 

operative nature of the façade intensively. 

Waddington’s model consists of an undulating 

sheet of the suspended surface with underside 

‘tied down with a complicated network of 

guy ropes which are attached to the pegs’. 

These are representations of genes and their 

interactions – internal constraints of the system. 

As the diagram indicates, the course of the 

slope of any valley is a result of the tension that 

excretes by these ropes. Above the surface, 

the rolling marble represents the cell’s future 

where any sudden external forces accelerate 

the momentum and define its pathway in 

differentiated surface valleys. The following 

projects showcase FHD’s approach towards 

defining those internal and external conditions/

parameters that would shape the façade of the 

building.

Read More...

DHURGAI KUMARAN
Director - Studio,
FHD Group, Hyderabad

Featured in Window & Facade Magazine

As written by 
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Project Name           Sheraton Grand Chennai 
                                        Resort & Spa                                       
Location                     Chennai
Segment                     Hospitality
Client                      :    AR Foundations 
Site Area                :    10 acres 
BUA                          :    1,25,000 SqFt

The Sheraton Beach Hotel became fully functional a year 
ago. The property is spread across 10 acres, of which 6 
acres are kept untouched considering the Coastal Regu-
lation Zone protection policies. The decision to go ahead 
and design the resort in the remaining 4 acres of land, 
precisely 2.4 acres being the built area, came as a chal-
lenging opportunity for our designers. However, the 
actual task was to come up with designs for 124 rooms 
in the given area without compromising on the perspec-
tives and incomparable amenities.

 PROJECT SHOWCASE
SHERATON GRAND CHENNAI RESORT & SPA

:

:
:

:
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Since the property is located adjacent to the beach, 
managing the land terrain was a crucial part. To do this 
effectively, our experts proposed to raise the land level 
by 2 meters and deform the structure so that it can be 
converted into 4 levels. The four-level division to match 
the terrain helped in designing a maximum number of 
sea-facing rooms. 
 
With the structural change, the central courtyard 
portion got reduced by almost 100 to 200 ft so that the 

entire central portion can be lifted for achieving a visual 
axis. This design change offered a visual treat to guests 
as they will be welcomed with the spectacular view of 
the sea through the central courtyard. Establishing this 
visual connection with the sea was a key guiding factor 
for this design thought. To highlight the palatial view 
from the entrance of the resort, dense landscaping has 
also been proposed on both sides. The design pattern 
focused more on providing open spaces to make it look 
spacious and airy.

 PROJECT SHOWCASE
SHERATON GRAND CHENNAI RESORT & SPA
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A COZY FAMILY RETREAT THAT IS AN EPITOME OF 
SUSTAINABILITY

Bamboo has been part of construction 
ever since humans started building 
shelters. Over the years, the usage 
of bamboo persisted majorly in the 
regions of South Asia, South-East 
Asia, East Asia possibly owing to its 
cultural relevance in these regions or 
easy availability. However, the growing 
concrete jungle is making designers 
rethink sustainability and construction 
material choices. And slowly but 
steadily, bamboo is making its way back 
to construction and gaining popularity 
among people who are conscious about 
the earth and ecosystem.

Well, bamboo is undoubtedly a 
sustainable material and the 

distinctive rhizome-dependent system 
of the plant makes it one of the fastest-
growing plants in the world. Bamboo 
is a renewable natural material and 

is a remarkably handy resource with 
multi-usage. Considering all these 
characteristics of this incredible 
material, our designers are exploring 
the potentials and experimenting with 
sustainable bamboo structures.

Let’s take a look at one such 
bamboo hut made for a 
family who wanted to 
build a gathering 
place for their 
huge joint 
family. The 
initial idea 
proposed to 
them was a 
state of the 
art building 
with all modern 
facilities. Though 
the family liked 
the design, they were 
profoundly fascinated 
with the bamboo clubhouse 
that we developed at Organo Naandi, a 
sustainable farming community. Since 
it was a personal retreat right outside 
their house courtyard, they wanted to 
go with a similar sustainable structure.

The Idea…

It was an open plot adjacent to their 
house which needed a complete 
makeover. Our designers came up with 
a plan of a domical bamboo structure, 
a self-sustaining bio pool, a small 
gazebo, and plenty of open areas with 
panoramic landscaping. The family 
loved the idea and gave a hundred 
percent go-ahead to the design plan. 

The Living Aquatic System…

A bamboo hut with a nearby stream is 
anything but magical. For this outside 
retreat area, our designers planned 
to build a dugout natural pond with 
exotic aqua life and plants. To make it 

more sustainable, gunny bags were 
dipped in cement and layered 

with chicken mesh instead 
of concrete. Once the 

base was laid, it was 
filled back with soil 
and stratum. Simple 
mechanisms were 
used in making 
this bio pool with 
water, aquatic 

plants, fishes, etc. 
The water quality 

inside the pool was 
in fact managed by the 

pro-bacteria which was 
growing along with the pool. 

A beautiful gazebo area was also 
built on the pond side for experiencing 
relaxed leisure moments. To bring this 
‘Living Aquatic System’ to life, we had 
collaborated with the Rufus Monterio 
team from Bangalore who is a specialist 
in building living aquatic systems.

The landscape around was also 
developed meticulously with the idea 
to give greenery and privacy to the 
area. The plant palette in this garden 
ranges from Comocarpus, Filicium, 
to Silveroaks. All these plants for the 
landscape were procured from local 
nurseries which were also a reason for 
the cost-effectiveness. 
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A COZY FAMILY RETREAT THAT IS AN EPITOME OF 
SUSTAINABILITY

The Bamboo Hut…

The bamboo hut is the show-stopper 
here that can facilitate all their family 
gatherings. The base of the bamboo 
hut is made of large arches that are 
embedded in concrete for an area 
spanning 7 meters by 11 meters. 
There were a total of 6 arches locked 
in concrete which were based on 4 
columns. Bamboos were bundled 
and clamped together with industrial 
crimping machines so that it doesn’t 
get warned off. The bundling was 
done in such a way that it locks in 
itself with the arrangement that 
overlaps with one another. Other than 
these, reinforcement rods were also 
put together to act as guidance. The 
domical shape of the structure also 
helped in transferring the load to the 
edges from the centre. 

Since it was made as a sustainable 
structure, locally available material and 
labour were used for construction. The 
entire bamboo for this structure was 
brought from the Bhadrachalam forest 
area. Even the treatment of the bamboo 
was done the country way where it 
would be soaked in water for days and 
later dried and applied pest repellents 
for protection. The roof thatch was also 
procured from the local areas for this 
very reason.  

The low-hanging roof design of this 
bamboo structure is a careful design 
approach by our experts. It provides 

ample shade that helps in reducing 
heat gain and makes the structure 
significantly energy efficient. The exotic 
variety of plants outside and the natural 
heat reduction makes the temperature 
inside the bamboo hut very pleasant. 

Challenges of Bamboo 
Structures… 

When it comes to construction using 
bamboo, the major challenges are sun 
and rain. The low hanging roof design 
was one primary reason to fight these 
challenges. The domical structure aided 
in stopping rain splatter from entering 
inside the building. Same as the case 
with direct sunlight. Another major 
challenge for bamboo construction 
is the possibility of pest attack. If the 
bamboo is not cured correctly, the 
chances of pest attacks are more. 

For this particular structure, the dense 
plantation and water bodies around 
it invite more pests. Our experts came 
up with an easy and sustainable 
solution to this problem through the 
establishment of mosquito mesh. 
It helped in controlling pests from 
entering the bamboo hut. An added 
benefit to this was that evenings inside 
the hut became even more pleasant 
with zero mosquito problems. The open 
areas helped in proper ventilation that 
reduced the need for switching on fans 
making it more energy-efficient.

Managing Durability…

The maintenance required for bamboo 

structures is less compared to other 
construction methods. The durability 
can be managed with some care and 
attention that includes replacing 
damaged/spoiled bamboo (reclamping 
can be done with new bamboo), 
pest control, replacement of thatch 
every 3 years, etc. Though bamboo 
has the characteristics of being fire 
retardant, the thatch is not. Hence, 
some precautionary methods such as 
damping the thatch during summer or 
festival times can save it from accidents 
like fire. 

Cost-Effectiveness…

The best part of bamboo structures 
is that the overall construction cost is 
drastically different from conventional 
structures. This entire personal retreat 
area was built for an approximate cost 
of 18 to 20 lakh. Local materials, local 
labour and the understanding of the 
client to not wanting to last it forever 
made the construction cost extremely 
low. 

With such projects, what we are 
aiming at is to bring bamboo into the 
mainstream as a construction material 
that is sustainable in all its aspects. 

Round the clock, all through the days, 
this bamboo hut changes its form from 
being a meditation hub to a party hall, a 
gathering space so on and so forth.
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Amarnath Reddy

 SUSTAINABILITY AS A CAMPAIGN
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Amarnath Reddy
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Dhamotharan S, heads the op-
erations and the architectural 

division at FHD. He has been proficient 
in getting the right critical design solu-
tions, without having compromised on 
the logistic efficiencies. With an expe-
rience of over 17 years in the field of 

architecture, he has several Master pla-
nand large-scale architectureprojects 
to his credit. Dhamu firmly believes 
that “Design is a constant evolution 
process with respect to time.” As an 
architect, he has designed various 
challenging master plans and imple-
mented them successfully without 
compromising its intent. Having said 
that, Dhamu has the panoramic experi-
ence of various large-scale project right 
from the inception to the delivery.

Mathan is a graduate of Columbia Uni-
versity, New York. He has a working ex-

perience of over 19 years in Indian firms as well 
as in the International market. He is the Design 
Director at the FHD Group and is passionately 
involved in the master plan and public space 
design of Organo. Mathan has designed over 
100 Million sq.ft of projects, ranging from 
400-hectare Award-Winning Sustainable Con-
vention Center to a 50-storey Twin Towers in 
the Middle East, in addition to the projects in 
India. Some of his convictions :

Dhurgai, is the Director  Studio at the 
FHD group. He completed his Bach-

elor of Architecture from SAP, Anna Univer-
sity, Chennai and has a Masters in Advanced 
Architectural Design from SAC, Städelschule, 
Germany under prof. Ben Van Berkel. Having 
15 years of experience in India and Germa-
ny, he has worked as a design Architect with 
Bangalore based firms like ‘Inform archi-

tects’ and ‘Ocher Architects Enthusiastic in 
contemporary design methods and method-
ologies, he has implemented the paramet-
ric design method for the project “Skyline 
Plaza” for Jourdan Muller PAS, Frankfurt, 
Germany. He has also run the architectural 
studio for the MArch program in Anna Uni-
versity.

1 Best designs grow from a collabora-
tive environment.

2 Design is a powerful concept and is an 
integral part of any human experi-
ence.

3 Co-designers are not as competitors, 
but partners for ideation.

4

5

Sustainable solutions are not “selling 
points”, but a necessity for every 
project.

Last but not least, end-users are 
not occupants of space, but the key 
reason for that space to exist.

Mathan Ramaiah
Director Design

PEOPLE BEHIND FHD

Dhurgai Kumaran
Director Studio

Dhamotharan S
Director Operations



FHD NEWSLETTER15 March 2020

Check FHD’s upcoming Newsletter 
for more updates

Opposite to Punjab National Bank, Srinagar Colony, 
LIC Colony, Hyderabad, India

PH: +91 810 675 6010 pavan.parimi@fhdgroup.in


